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TRANSCRIPTION OF TAPE OF DR. LED PINE
Interviewar: EKaethe Solomon

Date: September 7, 1978 (10:00-11:30)
Camp: Buchenwald

The reason for the project is to get the story from people such as yourself,
liberators of the concentration camps, as you remember it, as you felt it, as
mach as you can share with us about your experience at that time.

Is this a Jewish thing?

Absolutely not. It certainly inwvolwves the Jewish aspect of it because we

know the holocaust has a separate meaning in that area, but it is a humanitarian
project.

How do you want things as I remember them, or as they might have been told to
me Also.

A very good point. Any way that you can present them to us. To give you

a framework, we are looking for what you were told before you got to the
concentration camp area, what happened on your way thers, what happensd to you,
what happened to your buddies that you were with, when you got there--what did
you see, what were the reactions when you left.

0. K.

By way of a framework for you...

I tall you: mices you wouldn't beliewve.

AN

T 5
Mices pem wouldn't believe. 0.X. You start anyplace your memory takes you to.

PH et T AR rept e o e

}
We nesd some gquestions answered for the record first, and one of them is your

full name.

Leo Plne.

Your addresgy

1302 Bermadette Lans, Atlanta, Georgla, 30329,
And your date of birth?

February 13, 1922.

ALY

Tucson, Arizo

na.
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Hot a native Atlantan?

Ho.

The location and name of your training camp before yvou went into the service,
do you remember at all?

What 4o you mean by "my training camp"?

Were you at a camp first in the United States, before...

I was in several camps. I got my basic training at Camp Siebert, Ala. Then
I went to Rutgers University on ASTP...

ASTR?

Ah, Advanced Training...something; I don't know, it was a government project.
0K

Then I went to OCS for 4% months at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, in Combat Engineers.
From Combat Engineers I went to, oh, uh, 1201 (or something like this) E’ri?;"i;eer
Group in Mizsissippi--T've forgotten the number of thiz, I'm sorry.

That's a.k.; that's understandable.

And then I waent from Mississippi, I was transferred to the 183rd Engincer
Combat Battalion, and then I went over in October of 1244....T went over in
October 1944 to Burope, and from the Boston port of embarkation, I went with
the 1l83rd Engineer Combat Battalion.

And your age at the time that you liberated--Buchenwald, I think, was your camp.
Buchenwald; uh.'ﬁH;AJdi& Fresident Roosevelt die..,uh, it was 1944 wasn't it?
Well, Buchenwald was liberated in "45.

0.K. ., ﬂn'{;-*iﬁ,*l was 23 years old.

And your prospective profession at the beginning of the war?

At the beginning of the war I had just gotten my B.S. degree in the Collece
of Agriculture at the University of Arizona in Plant Pathology and Chemistry.

And you were planning to..?

Get my graduate degree in biochemistry; I had already been accepted at the
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Univeraity of Wisconsin, for a biochemistry degree.
And your present cccupation?

I am a biochemist.

‘o you went through with your initial...

I went through a little bit of change, I'm really not a biochemist, I'm a
microbicologist physiologist. I got my Ph.D. in physioclogy, in bacteriology
at the University of California at Berkeley. But I got my masters degree

in biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin.

I se@; 50 your pericd im the war did not disrupt your ultimate educational
goal?

Mo, it didn't.

Your military unit--that you were in at the time of liberation?

The 183rd Engineer Combat Battalisn.

And your rank at that time® L &.on

I'd say, first lieutenant.

And you liberated which camp?

Buchenwald.

That was the only one you liberated?

Yes; "liberated”™ is not the right word, because I wasn't in the astual
liberation. We arrived 1 day after it was open, or 2 days after it was opened--
we were supporting troops for the...uh...I was in Patton's Third Army and we
were the supporting troops for his liberation of the...

All right. So now we have your background; now we'll let you reflect on that
period of your life...

0.K. I have no concept of geography right now: I didn't know where T was
egsentially==all I know is we were with the Third Army when we croszed the
Ehine River. We went deep into Cernmany. Someplace in Germany, then, uh...I

was told that we were coming eloge to...ig it. . _net Auchen.....but it was olose
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to...it's not far from Buchenwald. Well, we skirted around to the right
somehow , and one night one of my officers, my commanding officer in my company,
came that night. And we were all...we had juse Finished saking. As the

Combat Engineer Battalion, we were with the Negro battalion--I was commanding
officer of the Negro battalion-=-=all of the enlizted men were Megroes, and as

a result of whatever had taken place, we woere osperating as a Combat Enginaar
Battalion-—-in other words, wo were building bridges, taking down mines, blowing
up bridges, building all kinds of things, srison enclosures, and so we had the
prerogative in the evening...isn—the-ovrenming we had trucks where we would ride
back from the front lines or wherever we wuﬂh}nnd we'd go about 20 miles back
and we had a bivouac area where we could eat and could relax; then the next
morning we'd take off at 6:00 o'clock or 5:00 o'clock in the mornings or what=
ever it was. This night...this night that we'd finished our work and we had
just finished supper and we were talking, and my captain said, "I saw something...
this is unbelievable,™ he says, "I recommend that you go see it, butpﬁﬂis one
is really unbelievable.™ He said, “ﬂmP of the outfics ahead of us cpened up a
camp for children."™ He sald, ';‘I:';};.I“J!;'WII‘;I:IH.“E-.DIEILI.EW what we saw." He said--his
name was Capt. wWhitenight, in case somebody wants to check, he said, "This was
a camp for Jewish children...the children were all 12 years old and below! He
said, "The Germans knew that we were coming. They massacred all the children
before we got th&re.:'ii-was absolute madness, there was no need for it--we
would have liberated the children. But they're compulsive for some reason--they
have t2 kill them. They kill the children by picking them up by the feet and
bashing their heads against the wall. A bunch of the children they took out

A1

to the rear and they nachﬁnagunnad and massacred. This is what I saw.™ He said,

qm L | LI
"You have no concept. New we opened up Buchenwald today or yesterday, and if

you've got any free time I give you permission to go and see what it is. HNow

31

this is a child's camp, separate from Buchenwald." Whatever tha, .., =hioo
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JeSuS.....1 cAR"t. .. (emotionally overcome)...Il've got goosepinples...
ES: Yeg, I know. I've got the goosepimples with vou. 7 o0 A,
A. ah...¥hatever the circumstances were, because I was with a Hegro battalion,

bacause they didn't understand really the concept of the NHazi attitude toward
the MNegro, as white officer in a Megro battalion there was a lot of unhappiness
and Eriction because they weren't intaqrated—Lllthnuqh this came very soon
afterwards. But I EFelt wery close to my men and It..r_:lred to explain to them
that as bad as it was in America in those days, the Mazi concept of the Hegro
was a concept of amn animal+_ And I ?aid;hmfau know, 1f we get a break, we're
going to Bu:henuald}; “E; I ﬁaa.a b?eak,,,I took a truckload with my jeep driver
and a teuckload of men [(which is one sqguad), I've forgotten whatﬁﬁ§ job
assignments were, but I took one sqguad in a 2% ton truck; my staff sergeant
came with me and two days later after this incident with the child's canmp

which T N — __opening liberation of Buchenwald about 2 to 3 days

when I arrived at Buchenwald.

K5: IE was early April.

B. Yes. (Deep sighs...still emotionally overcome).

ES: ¥You went there with an assigmment in mind?

Rs Ho.; no assignment. My assignments up to this time, seec I was rather fluent in

German, and my assignments up to this time had been in whenever we'd go into

a city, I would set up the civilian relationships with the Germans, whatever it
was. Whatever my assignments were, I took off because I wanted to get there

and I wanted to see. I have this remembrance...I was in full combat regalia--

in other words, I was in Fighting gear...as engineers, our trucks were loaded
with equipment, demolitions, saws, and stuff like this, but...so we weren't
carcying grenades on us but we did hawve our military fighting uniform on and

we had dmmunition with us and we were carrying rifles. I do remenber, and you'll
understand why I remember this in a few minutes, that although I was a young

boy--and there's a picture of me, of how I might have looked, in the upper
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right (indicating a picture); I was about three years younger; I was about

19 or 20 at that time. But I had a heavy growth of beard and I was dircy and
whatever it was that I looked like, I didn't look beautiful sand T didn't look
semitic. We arrived at Buchenwald; and there was a reoad leading in and a big
gate conming down the front, and the gate said two things. The gate said

"o 0 te. cskdedn werboten”, which means "Any passage is strongly forbidden”.
But now I am not certain in my own mind...there was a sign written in white,
hanging abowve which I believe read, but maybe it was fed to me someplace else,
I'm not certain--it was absclutely one of two things: /10 be.! Mach+ 1

or it read, and I'm guite certain this is what it read, "Rll those who pass
through leave hope behind;“'-":.t"m not nertain:-". |: -:..- |'\-.- 1 g . ] -
1 remember, I h;:; a

=

was too simple a German for me not to understand it.f

little bit of difficulty translating the German, and so I think that it actually
was the second one: All those who pass through leave hope behind. So we went
through. My men got off the truck and they 4id the wrong thing, whatever they
did they did the wrong thing...I walked through the gate and coming toward me
in the striped suit; with what I called the striped }-z';ru;nﬁkn nfn his head, was a
walking...literally walking skeleton. Even though he was wearing these cotbon
pants, he had no cheeks on his ass, you know, he was just purely a walking
skeleton. His teeth were ready to fall out of his mouth, and he was sucking
lemon drops, and he walked toward me from a distance...he came toward me and
he said, "Shalem aleichem" ..... and look at thi%}?.?gﬂﬁsi became a Zionist on
the spot. And I said,"Aleichem Shalom..... how did you know?" And he said,
"It takes one to know one."

ES: {(weaping)...I cry with vou.

A And I mean, it v::hul.i.ged my whole life. Because I can tell you stories of my

-l

childhood where |in university I had long, philosophical discussions with a
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voung Jewigh boy who we brosght over from Mustris right after the invasion

l'u-"
ard he talked about, he diden'k want o be a Jew anymore, and I maid, "You'we

get to be a Jew, there's no alternative." He zays, "I can't believe in

i, f 1
i X |
:a v l"|| Y g

zionism,"™ This was previous,; in 1941 and '42; before I graduated, and I

remember this boy's name and I remember the discussions, but ...at that

L 5 E 1

instant I became a Zionist--there was no guestion. I knew Hﬁi I was, whe
I was, and there was so question. So, we sat and we talked. Now [ remember
him sucking on thege lemon drops with the teeth that were almost falling out,
and I knew from my own scientific background, I said, "Aren't you worried about
this—;;it'll make yvou sick." And he said, "Mo, thev're good, thev're good! I
had some chocolatel"

You spoke in German to each other?

We spoke in German, we speke in Yiddish, we spoke in English, and he turns

out toc be a Dutch boy--he was a Dutch man or boy.

A man or a boy.

I am going to tell you stories later. And so we talked, "what are you going

to do when you come out?” Dh.”fhﬁ aspect of the camp, because as we talked

I hawve the recollection as we walked im over on the right hand side T.Taalﬁughn
big buildings with the smokestacks and, of course, this very famous picture T
gaw--you don't always see it, but I saw it: the bodies were piled like cordwood

clean up to my ceiling...all kinds, men and women, and they were there: they

were groy,; they wera mldyﬁ.'.lbut they were dead. And on to the right, and he
pointed to them and he said, "Look, I was next. I was due to go into the fires.
I don't know why I lived so long, but I lived.” And he was, he was right, he
couldn't have lasted much longer. HNow, I don't remember much discussions with
him after this, except one incident. AS we were talking, a child of about
three years old came running towards us. He says, © 1"“_.;.? %, fans Ml e

and the boy stopped, kind of like he was wild, and he locked at us. BAnd he
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gaid, " | &,
i
K5 "Do you want to go with him?"
s Yes., aAnd the child lecked at me and says, "Hein." And I said, "What do you
mean?
K5z He says, "They brought the mother in of this child...they brought her in when

she was due to deliver. The Germans never Killed a pregrnant woman.” I don't know
how true this is--I know of experiments. He says, "They always let her delives,
then they killed her and the baby. She delivered that night when they brought
her in, and we took the baby and we passed it to the back and this is Yankala --
we've kept it alive for three years."™ And do you know they made a movie of
something like this--it never came to the United States, I don't think, but one
of the other ¢¢untrin;.;;£a a movie. Anvhow, he asked me to take the child.

I wag newly married; I wanted to take the child, but I was afraid because I
didn't know where I was going, I was in combat--not in combat myself but in
combat operations, I didn"t know how I would take care of the child, and I said,
"Ho, it's better--they are going to take care of the children when the Army
comes in and we get it all set up, he'll be better off." I had the feeling the
child was like a wild animal, a y |} ey I mean, I don't know what
it was. I don't really believe this story, because I went into the bunkers
later and they all knew the child, but it's hard to believe! How they hid him
Erom the Germans! Of course, they had'£; the camps, in the barracks...they had
these Eiers were only about two feet at the most apart, they were plank boards
and they Huhtlw&r back, and it's conceivable, but how would they keep the baby
quiet? ﬁgléaiaf;;“£h¢} fed the child from the potato peel gruel that they got.
This is all they got--they got a soup made from potato peels. Ah, there you are;
I don't know how they did it. And that's the story...and what happened to

vankela I'll never know, but I'm quite certain that this movie that they made

deals with this child and I'we always regretted that I didn't take him with me.
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But, that's easier said than done, because in thad respect, we were shipped o

o mavehy dwd
after el --we were occcupation troops, I could have handled the
bovy, I could have taken him, because we didn't go into combat, but I didn't
know what.... (voice breaking)....
There was no way of your knowing...
T didn't know. T didn't know. O.K. (Depe
This man voluntarily related many of these stories--the one that had the
lemon drops?
Which atories?
About Tankala. He told you?
He told me--right then and there. I saw the child, I had the child in my arms...
I really couldn't tell you how old the child was, but I'm going to say he was
three years old, three to four years old. He was active physically, he was
quite small and thin, but looked healthy. O.K.
Why was he still there, this was after the third day of liberaticn?
Yes. There weren't any GI treoops in there--there was one officer--we hadn't
even sent in the...uwh...%- 0 covbheo
Medics?

Yoad e Y

The medics hadn't come in, nothing...0.¥. So I left him for some reason, and
I started walking from one barracks to he other....(sigh)...
They waere filled with people?
They were filled with people. Each barrack--apparently they I;'}_:H.ﬂ:.i.u:- flaga--
cach barrack either had flags representing the dominant nationality....
Buchenwald was a political camp.
Yeg, it was a political....o.k. And there were flags there, representing each
group, and I don't remember what the flags were and I don't remember how I
stopped, or how....but, the moment the people recognized that I was speaking

German and that I was Jewish--and how they knew I don't know anymore--except

Special Collections - WoodinufT Library - Emsory University - This Baterial May be Protected by Copyright Law  Title 17 105 Codel.



Dr. Leo Pine 10

H -2
FPTY L
maybe my German--when I was in Lutennurqﬁt;ey said my German was a " achhm
Deutsche™.
K51 A "high German™.
A. ¥es, however, I think the pecple in Buchenwald recognized what kind of German
it was--it was a mixture of German and Yiddish. Anyvhow, they got arocund me in
huge groups and they started talking te—me.
ES: These were people that were still able to mowve?
As These were pecple that were still able to mowve, they could come to me. Ah; I'1l

tell you that the stories are going to go Ob.... (s5igh... .]Su one young Dutch boy=-
another Dutch boy=-a Belgian boy--he was Belgian, started talking to me. What
happened? Well, a voung man, married, no children, living with his father, his
mother, his mother-in-law and his father-in-law someplace by the woods; the

sermans came, they captured him and his wife. In front of him they toock his

then they took him and sent him to Buchenwald. And he said, “"Why did they send
ma? Why didn't they kill me?" .. What are you going to do?7.these are phrases
now that are coming..."What are you geing to do?" "I'm not going back to
Bolgium, I'm going to Israel." "Why?" "Because they're all anti-semites, they're
all antiSemitic; the Belgians are not 5o bad; the Dutch are better, but the
Belgians are not so bad---the wrat are the French."® (These are phrases now)-—-—
“Why are you going to Israel, why don’t you go back to Belgium™ “There's
nothing left for me; I am going to Israel.” This was a political huy;J§¥:
talkad for a long time. He said, "It's not the end yet®....I'm getting
goose pimples again....

K5 Yes, I feel it,too...

A He said, "It's not the end yet==you're going to have to Fight the Communizts=-

Rugsia==you're going to have to fight Russia. There cannot be any life living
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between Fussia and the United States." Well, I was young and politically
naive--very pelitically naive, and I tried to arque with him but he was hewr*
adamant .

| 4=H ¥You had a lot of experience at the camp. There were large communist groups
that visited all the camps.

A. *LH?EE, yas: this I'l1l relate to you later. Because I realize this only in
retrogspect--at that time T Aidn't know, So, that was him, Then T was
talking to them, therse was a orowd of women around me--a crowd of moen and

women==and how one's conversation cpmeithrough to me, I don't know, but she

related the story, " yih e .}f e "
KS: "What has happened,"”
A Yes. 3She related the story that when they were delivered to the camp they

came out of the trains...they came oot of the trains and one woman had a little
five year old golden-haired doll with her=-a child, a girl=-and they lined
evarybody up, whatever they were going to do with them..... [zigh) ... {owvercoma

with emotion)....

KS5: This is hard.

A, {sigh)...and the guy that had, the guy that was giving the orders was sitting
in a chair eating a chocolate bar, and he said, " Lompy Poce rmfes JCet

K5: "Come over here my child.”

A. » Hage 20 1ok ke ety

e "Man"t bhe afraid.”®

A. woje AT B ke eprd se e gigen

K5 "I will giwve you something te eat.®

A The child was afraid, bt eventually she cams to him and he gave her the

choocolate bar., He handed it to her; but when she reached for it he took a

pistol and he slapped her hand, and she drew back and started to cry...({sigh)...
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he repeated this through a period of three or four times: each time she
went for the candy bar he slapped her with the pistol. Finally he said,
" e Lo denr desesiel " and he gave it to her and she grabbed it and
held it in her hand to take a bite and he grabbed her and held her between his
lega and pistol-whipped her to death. Everybody watched. That's all the story.
That's all the atory I remember.

KE: This was the mother of the child?

A I don't know if it was the mother—-it was the woman telling me the story. All

ef the people gathered around me and every single one of them had relatives in

the United States. Tete Wi CoWSime [P lubd £m E:nrr.ml'rt"-qra I W ) I
lbr"'h'”- Frnr bl gn Clpadead, Low e (j.'.i.

and it keopt on going, except for one old white-haired man who was in very good

physical condition fer an old man, he kept saying, and it tock a while for this :
i b ey \ JJ-H'
to come through my head and I ean't say the words good , Iyt Bt kfl-_, + l||' s ﬁ! = O

A [iv"
4% vhe Secretaria® from the American Federation of Labor,”

KS: My brother is the secretary of the Mwerican Pederation of Labor.®
. And he kept repeating thie. And Finally, I turned to him and I said, “"Ef‘-"'l'q L-,_r-_d_‘}r.r
esk g’
KS: "Your brother is what?" 1
T o larwd ol L
Fin i .
A. And he Hid-""fﬁhp mybwothar is-the- cocretary from tdlr: American Federaticn from
Labor.® And I said, ® Yo' 0 dewwer  poe . dény Vol
bl Ele _'-'}g'-"J-"-": and he said, " My Fz comEn Y Louie Weinstadt. Dnd my
bruder is Harvey Weinstadt." And I wrote this down, and I wrote that night

when I came back, I wrote a long letter, an extremely omotional long diatribe
to my wife--who subsequently somehow lost this letter--they passed it from one
member of the family te another and it got lost; but, she was a Wew Jersey girl,
she had just gotten over strep throat, she had gone to Arvizona ks live in Tucson

with my in-laws, and when she receive dthe letter she immediately went to the |,.ceen

1k

4
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Labor. .oh, whatever it is, the unicn=-and she tried to find out==--she was
very politically astute, tremendously, but she didn't recognize the name;
and so they went through thelr entire files and they found Harvey Welnstadt=--
iz it Harvey Weinstadt? When you called me the name came out of nowhere;
Harvey amnd Louis Weinstadt., They found that he was the secretary of the
Electrician's union in New York City. Whan she got better, she went back

EJ-\- & I':"'u. 3 e t

to New York, to New Jersey, and she and her mother called upyHarvey Weinstadt 07 4
ismecitebaly and said,"We would like to meet you; we hawve something personal

we wigsh to discuss with you,” can we have an appaintmegt?“, without apparently
telling him what this was about. They went tnfkﬁ;‘ﬁffica. whatever it was, and
he said, "what's thiz about?" And she gawve him the letter and she said, "My
husband was at Buchenwald and he saw your brother, Louie, and he wants you to
know that your brother is well and that he is fine physically, he looks good,
and he'll be taken care of, and you should try to contact him as scon as you
can."” And he broke down and he started to cry, and he called up his mother and
he said, "Mama, mama, Louie is alive and he is feeling well; now everything's

G K" e o e oM0W, when I came back from the war and I was talking to my wife,
she happened one time to ask me, "What did he look like, how was he?" I said,
"Well, he was in great shape; he had white hair, he was an old man, about maybe

72." She said, "No he wasn't, Harvey Weinstadt is a man abgut 3B-40 years old--

¥
Louie was his younger brother.®.....50 I couldn't relate, T couldn't wisuvalize.

KS: You lose the whole perspective.

A, The whale perspective changed completely. This is the only one T wrote to and

the only one, although everybody else had namez; T couldn't handle ik, T just
couldn't handle it.

KS Did he aver mome back to Mew York?

A Mo;==I don't know--but I think maybe what you should do is check me out, because
whan the McTarthy era started, Harvey Welnskadk was one of the ten communists

that the Eigsenhower adminietration purged, and check me out on this, bacause
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I want to know. My wife, who knew every senator, who knew everything, who read
the paper, word to word, she said, "Leniflﬁ;gﬂﬁ;£43f Weinstadt! He's one of
the 10 communists!" Louie was a communist, and Louie talked to me about it.
He was a communist, but he repeated what the Dutch boy said, "Russia and the
United States have to fight." Z=smid, "Where are you going?" He said, "I
don't know where I'm going--I'm thinking about Israel, but Russia, --I'm a
communigt, but Rusgia==-there's no meeting. So he was a Jew and a communist.
It's lucky that he wasn't a Jew,icommunist and black, he really wouldn't have
survived! All right....from there everything else is a jumble, except for
incidents that I will tell you that will take place. I went back toward the
gates, T left the people and went back toward the gates and met a white
officer--I make this distinction—

ES: Because of your group that you were with.

A. Yes. And, he took me to the house of the commandant. The front door was
locked, I was hegitan; to walk in, but I loocked through the window and I saw

AT RN L g i

the magnificenth light shades made ocut of tattoos. He took out of hisg pocket
a wallet made of a woman's breasts, where the two nipples were like buttons, on
the front, and he had been inside and he told me of many of the things, only
which I saw from a distance, and this is all that I saw, but he told me about
Ilsa Koch....wag it Ilsa Koch?

KS: The beast of Buchenwald?

A. Whoever she was, and the stories---she and somebody else--didn't she run
experiments where she tied the legs of pregnant women together while they
werea in labor :ﬁ and they just died this way. HNormally, they allowed the women

to deliver and then they killed them, but in her case, no. And then the

people took me through the gas chambers and I saw the whole operation.
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KS: Who were the people who took you through?

A. I don't remember.

KS: These were not inmates?

A. Yes! They were inmates, these were inmates, and they told me; one guy showad

me the elevators. They had the gas chambers down at the bottom, I think, and

then they took the bodies and they put them in conveyor I:_:alts that took them
T

ko the top, but scme of the people they wouldn't kill-:sume of the people they

put on the conveyver belts and fed them right into the fire alive. Now this

one was different--I didn't see gas chambers--they took the pecple into rooms,

they had them bathe and take showers, and then they tied them with their

hands like this (demconstrating), and they put them on hocks con the wall so

they were hanging like this (demonstrating). You know, I don't know how much
. Lo ey - TR DL

of this I rmr"‘i; i:aing true,) amsmwake. They ;hm‘l.q them like this and then
they hit them with hammers or something and then they killed them; but on

the wall you could see where the fingers and the fingernails had dug grooves
into the wally-and I remember this. Then those of them that they hammered or
clubbed or whatewver they did to the bodies, they pulled cut teeth with gold--
they showed me piles of clothing that were still left there from this operation,
and boy, they didn't stop this operation until the troops actually came in.

e e S

..i{sighs)...And then I went up and I saw the jppones and teeth, and as I said, all

the bodies.
ES: wWhen you saw the bodies, did you lock at them as human beings?
A
Aie I couldn't===I can't look at dead people=--I locked at them, but I couldn't study

them. They were skeletons of human beings, piled one on top of the other. You
couldn't tell the women from the men because there was nothing left to tell

the difference. There were no breasts to speak of: the men's genitalia were
grotesque in the living--T ean't tell you about the dead because I couldn't look:
some of the men were walking in tatters and the penizs amnd the testicles hung

like they were, you know, pieces of meat.....(overcome)...
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ES: oK.

A How by this time, I'm almost like & raving maniac.

K53 Do you remember how long you were in there?

A It was almost from about 8:00 in the morning until about 5:00 o'clock in the
afternoon.....0.K.....Now I went down into the dungeons, to the torture chambers.

ES: This was underground?

A. This was a building set to the left, if I remember correctly, and we went

downstairs, I remember that=--yes, T went dowmstairs==the crematoria was over
to the right, the house wasz ta £he frant and a little bit csme to the left; the
camps and the barracks were behind all of this. T was tired now and I was
coming toward the front, so I went in to thie. WwWell, ﬂcma a new experience.
When I went down to the dungeon. ...

=g I want to interrupt you. Do you feel you can go on--is it too much for you?

A. Well, I'm gonna go on--I'm started now--the stuff is coming cut=-you know, I
have tried to recall this and I couldn’t.

K5z I don't want it to be too much for you now--we can stop and go on another time.

A My face feels flushed. HNo, no. HNow this was a new experience. We went down
to the bottom, the lights were on and there were a bunch of dungecns, and in
each one of these cages, or prison cells, were 55 men that had been captured
by the American troops or by whoever captured them, they brought them back and
they threw them in these cells. And in charge of these was a little baldheaded
Dutchman that they called "Dutchie", and he was in charge of these guys and he
had the same rubber truncheon, he said, that they had used on him and he was
now using it on them. And he said to me as I went down, and here were all of
my men and some other whike infantrymen were watching us, there must have been

eight or nine of By MeM. .0 ...

K5: Were they with you all the time az you went l:hrm'.qh,?
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R Ho, no. Some of them were. I was by myself when I went through.

KS: You had said that each of them did theilr own thing.

A Tes; and this Dutchman said, *"Watch.” How there was another white officer therg==
he was there.

(material lost when tape ended)

And it was hard to look at them because whatever they were, they were still men,
5S¢, one of the white pen goes in and he wuses his fists and he beats up on the guy.
And I have to say...I was like an animal then, I was really out of =y mind...and

I suspect my black men were the same way. Anvhow, one of them burned to me--ppne of
@y black men--he said, "Lt. Pinefaiet me g0 in." I said, "All right=--you go

on in there, but I didn't say you could,” and I couldn't stay to watch. wWell, I
walked cut, and :u-h came back and picked up the men. Apparently he went in and

he just beat one of these guys unmercifully. They said there was blood all over
the place, and as he walked out, the white soldier that went in first toock a rope

and threw it to the guy and said, "Hang yourself.” And he hung himself. And that

was it.
K&: Were vou able to physically go in there?
A. Mo, I couldn't do it; I wasn't that kind: I was wild, but I couldn't do it because

I couldn't do it..that's all. And that was it. I don't remember anymore except

I didn't see that scene, and I'm glad I didn'*t see the scene, but the other men
reiterated what...I mean, it was true. Uh....one thing keeps going over my mind
because it wasn't said oy just the two men, it wasn't safd just by the Duteh hoy
and by the Belgian boy, it was said ever and aver again, that the French were
very antizemitic===they couldn't wait to becone antisemitic; that they were all
goimg-—all the Jews were going to Israel, ne natter what, and it wag reiterated
owver and over again that the United States had to fight Russia, and I'm guita sure

that they were right.
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KS: In the light of today's political scene?

A Right. In the light of today's political scene, there is no gqueéstion in =y mind
that this is our big enemy and this iz what we have got o take care of, Tsrasl
is only a pawn in this in this big 5??”* nltimately. Anyhow, that's all I cam
remember except, as we walked ﬂutﬁ-:T remember walking on the streets someplace...
wag it Auchen?.. . driving through a town on the way back and stepping over dead
people--dead Germans who were lying on the strest and people would just simply
walk over them and not pay them any notice. Death was now somothing that you
don't look at and you juek gisply pass it over. O romomber two dead bodies on
the sidewalk which were guite rotton, that poople just step over them and keep
on going. And that's it. That's the only stories that I remember of the
liberation of Buchenwald. Mow I can tell you other stores, but these arc not

related to Buchenwald or te the camp. They are related to the release of Jewiah

saldiers.

K5 Raleage of Jewigh soldiers from...2?

A Apparently Jewish captured soldicrs were treated differently by the Germans than
American Christian soldiecrs; and I picked up a liberated British tommie -f

when T was at Murenburg., I was building prison enclosures at Nurenburg-—-this is
beyond that--and he made the beautiful statement to me after I had put him up for
the night and I gave him dinner and he slept with me in my room=-British officers
didn't treat British tommies Lhﬂlﬂny mmerican soldiers did, and rank had no meaning
for me, so when I picked him up he had just been released from the prison camp

and I put him in my room with me and then I took him to the officer's quarters of
the MPs. They didn't like this--they didn't think that privates should be with
officers, but nevertheless I brought him with me and he had breakfast with me and
then I put him on the road toward England; and before he left he made the great

statement. HMe said, "You know, I had a terrible time. 1 really don't care for the

{u

Jews, you Know..I am not a lover of the Jews myself, but the time that I had was
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nothing compared to what these gquys had in my camp, and of course, I should
have cussed him off and told him what I was, but I didn"t say anyvthing and

zant him off.

KS: How were---I am interested in some of the stories--the Jewish soldiers mistreated
as opposed to the others? {
!-'-. ! -.J.-\'\ LA B "..:'ﬁ'r.. ol Yo FRAN A -"I "

A, Well, he didn't tell me anvthing and I became so infuriated that I just didn't

want to talk to him anymore and I said, "So long™, and I dust left. And that

was it. I did have guite an experience one day later with German soldiers taken
of f the Blue Danube. We were capturing thousands of them now, they were giving
up, and it was my job te bulld a prison enclosure for these that came ing we
expected a couple of thousand, but,Gcd!, they were coming in By the truckloads.
And so, I had to get help. I only had my platoon and so I put some of the

young German soldier boys--these were boys 15, 16, 17, part of the Volks

=1 don't think they were real German soldiers...and I put them to work drilling
post holes and putting up the barbed wire for the other men that were coming in.
The days were hot...we weren't bringing in enough water to give them drinks--certain-
1y they didn't have any water to wash with, and an the second day that they
worked for me,; their leader; a young ...nice :,E:; bov...came to me and asked me
in German and broken English whether they could go to the nearby river and wash.
==« (long pause)...and of course, I was only three or four days from Buchenwald,

or a week--whatever it was, I don't remember--and I turred to him and I =aid,
"Would German officers permit vou, if I were a prisoner,; to permit me to go and
wash?" And he drew back, because I said it violently. And he said, "I don't know
what our officers would allew.”™ And T saidd, "I'll tell yvou what your officers
would allow!™, and I proceeded to tell him about Buchenwald from beginning to end.
Riwhole group of men, there must have been eight of them or something like that,

they sat there, and it was with horror---and it was obvious--they locked like I
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had hit them batwesn the ayes with my hammer---and they sat down, and they just-=-
then, ag I walked by doing my work, later on, (I didn"t let them oo wash), I

heard one of them saying to the other, "We're going to pay for the sins of Hitler,"
and the other one said, "I didn't know--I didn't know; we all joined, all of

us joined." And of course, you know I was only 23 years old, I wasn't a man yet,
but I felt sorry because, God damn, the Rﬁﬁﬁl;éit right. If they knew, they

didn't want to know. If they didn't want to know, they didn*t know, and they

were only a result of their time and efforts. And I had other experiences.

¥5: Did you meet any clvilians--adults--along the way?

A Yas: none were Nazis.

KS: By their proclamation or by your assumption?

A By their proclamation; but, just one week or two weeks before Roosewvelt died

==-and how do I remember mis?---m‘f’ it wasn't FmEqnmlt——just two to three

P et TPy A Th b e gk
weeks before or a week before V-E Day--before this took place, when VE day came
B-24s started d;;iin; over our area--I don't know why---we had been sent back
now to Auchen, to the occupation troops and to de-mine the area, that was going
to be my first job. In this operation of cleaning up the roads and everything,

aaihe ol Wy yrlopade g4

I saw two thoroughbred dogs, not Alredales--I've furl;;ﬂt:e:uhwh:t they wera==go
I stopped and went to this farmhouse and asked them,"Are these vour dogs?"
And they said, "¥ea"=--a man and a young girl--a young girl of maybe 19 or 20;

.and wag thers a woman?....yes, his wife was there. And they picked up the

o
s

dogs and they said, "Oh, ves." And I gaid, "Could I have one?® And they said,
*Pleasze don't take them from us....please." And then they invited me to sit down.
I wag speaking German wery good in those daya. aAnd zo I said, "0.K." (I Felt
funny, because the rules were “no fraternization, absolutely no fraternization™
but I did what I did., And then they said, "oh, she's golng to have pups--you

come back." So I came back, and I made a relaticonship of some kind with this

fanil He had been a forester, but he was liti a nse
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the Hazi party. He lost his job. Hizs wife lost her job, and I don't know
how they survived, but they had this house, and he did whatever he did and fhe¢
got along=-=-it was like a farmhouse. It wasn't in the farmlands, but it was

surburbia. His daughter alsoc refused and they sterilized her.

KS: She was sent to one of the camps?

A I don't know===ghe wasn't in a camp, she was there.

ES: She may have returned.

A. I don't know. That's one story. The other stories are other things. Other

stories dealt with going into homes near Nurenburg and discovering that, of

coursg whenever we went intod home--whatewver was left--we would go throuwgh the
drawers. You know, we were living in a house, and I discovered in one desk--

a writing desk=--a deck of cards in which the back of the deck of cards...I've seen
all kinds of decks of carda, pornographic cards, cartoon cards. ..but these cards
had all the atrocities on them. These showed a photograph of maybe five or ten
men hanging from telephone poles; these showed bodies of pecple lying in scooped

out graves, one after another. I never took the deck with me because I didn't

want i1,
KS5: Playing cards?
A Playing cards.: ERegular playing cards with plctures of atroclties; but this was

Hurenburg. There were signs of the Nazi party all over Murenburg. I didn't see
gigns of the Hazi party until I got to Hurenburg. Ewven on the Bhine River, I

didn't see these. Anyhow, that's it.

ES: You left Buchenwald with your group of men, and most of these men you said were
black?

A. All of them were.

K5z All of them were black. What happened when yvou left together. Did you share
some of Euur stories--what you had seen? . J

A Ho, no. LE.ﬂlﬂn t share it with them. 1Th;re was very little talk that T remember,
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only the reiteration, and my sergeant, one of the men, said, "Lt. Pine, there
was blood all over the place--boy, he let him have iti" They were upset by
what they had seen, and that's all I can remember in words.

K51 And any visible reaction---of course, you didn't go through the camp with them--
that they may have had differently from what you had...?

A. . /i Ho.'. nothing. They knew I wag Jewigsh. I had a relationghip with my men which
was different than any other officer there; they knew I was Jewish--they
respected me. I Lreated them as equals and they knew that, and there was
mutual respect, both ways. I had my good men, I had my bad men, but whatever,

i

there Has;Hﬁ raéial{...there were socic-economic backgrounds that were so
totally different with many of them that some were southern Negroes, some were
northern Regroes, some were—--had a little bit of college education--one or two
af them had--and so, thiz was where the communications might fall down, but they
knew that we could talk. Before we even got there, they used to ask me, I used
to lecture to them; "What in the hell are we fighting for? We're black and; hell,
we got no black officers...we had 4 black warrant officers...and they were very
angry men--the northern group was more angry=-and I used to lecture. I said,
"Whatever we're doing--we, the whites, are doing to vou, you damn well better
win this war because this is what you've got coming==-yvou're nothing but an
animal to this part==blacks, they don't even know what blacks are.”™ When we
want through German, we saw ona bhlack person, a'qirl, a red-headed black girl,
who was lining up to get a piece of bread with the rest of the Sermans who were
lined up to get a piece of bread, and they locked at her and they said, "God
damn: , there is onel!® But she was the only black that we saw in Germany.

ES: But there was no discussion?

A. There was no discussion, there was nothing relating,except they were upset,

they were gquiet, md of course, as I said, cne of them, my sergeant, had had it.
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KS5: Dr. Pine, were you an Orthodox Jewish person?

A. I was raised---my mother waz 100% Orthodox, my father was areligious, my
synogogque in Tucson was conservative. I was Bar-Mitzvahed only inscofar as
I gave the two Beasa that you said when yeu went up to the bt b
but I didn't read from the Torah, I never learned Hebrew, but I always was
a Jew because I was raised in a very anti=Semitic,hostile, Baptist
environment.

KS: Was there an increase in religious feeling after this experience, or a decrease
in religious feeling, as opposed to the Zionist feeling that you stated?

A. Religion had mothing to do with this. My religien is based on an emotiocnal
axperience--experiences as a child, living, born and raised in the desert,
true in the concept of the Jewish God, but not orthodoxy. I am a member of the
Orthodox Synagogque here conly because that's what's familiar to me--I don't feel
comfortable in anything else.

K5: Did your experience lead you to question what is God all about?

F: Ah...you can't know; T couldn't do thisg; I couldn't do it...I didn't guestion...
I...I...never questioned religiously....as far as I can remember, I knew that I
was a Jew and I knew more now that I was a Jew. I knew I was & Jew no matter
what, and that I had to be at peace with this, and as a Jew I had to be Jewish--
that's being religious, and so I never guestioned it. I never said, "How could
He do this?" I didn't go through what Elie Wiesel did:; now this might be my
scientific background, it might be==-=-whatever it is--I never questioned it. As
a matter of fact, if I have to go back and think back from now to then, I have to
g4y, "He did it on purpose; He 4id it to teach us a lesson. God damn, there are
the goose bumps again. ™ He did it...it Hasn'i.:;zeil; we got Israel, didn't we?
We went back to the Holy Land.

KS: You feel there is a reason behind what happened?

A Yes; it's unbelievable, but He did it.
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Fon.

K3: Your wife was informed all the time what was going on while you were
experiencing this? You wrote letters back to her?

Az Yes, yes, I wrobe many letters back; I wrote the incidents with the prisoners,

I wrote....

ES: You don't have these--any of them?

A. My wife, 15 years ago, started to lose her mind and she was instituticnalized
fifteen years ago. Prior to her total loss of mind she took these letters which
she had saved, and pictures and photographs of me in the Army, and these were
destroyed, and all these letters were gone.

ES: I'm sorry....your children, you have children?

A. Six of them.

KS: .o¥You're shaking---se am I. (Laughter...bath).

A. These are my children, (showing pictures.)

ES: How wonderful, how absolutely wonderful.

A. I married the second time; these are my two youngest boys.

KS: S0 we have four and two, is that what you're saying?

A We have four and two. Here's one, two, thres, four, Five, six,..my aldest bow. ..
three girls, three boys.

ES: Do they know?

A. My four children, eldest children of my firat wife, know thoroughly. I think they

know most of the stories, and I haven't started telling the little cnes yet, but
the little ones will know. The oldest one got hie first taste of-—--Jashua, on
the right, the ten year old---got his first taste of seeing on television a

little bit of the Holacaust.

Kt Did you wateh it?d

A I watched some of it. I can't...I can't really take much of it, but I make them
watch.

KBS Cid they ask you questions afterwards?
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A. Ho. The little one had no interest in it, he...it just didn't mean anything to
him, but the other one is starting to recognize...they'll know.
K5 What happens now because of your experiences in seeing what you can do in sharing
with other people, vour children, in a social environment...how do you feel
abhout that? among friends, do you share this background?
A Well, it depends on your emotionality, it depends on the point that you are trying

to make. I don't use it socially...only when I am trying to emphasize a point

or gain the emotional advantage, for example: I had a very upsetting occurrence
and relationship with the family, with whom I was supposed to have a very warm
...let's pat it bluntly...it's my M50 hiaTie s Dl s ) of my son. Due

to an altercation, I turnmed to him and I said, "I went through a £ ing war with
..and opened up a concentration camp, I don't have to go through this s ."

50 that's the only type of thing that I do with them. Occasionally, T will start
in a social thing...T will stare reelating some of these stories, but my childéren,
I have toald them...they know (the four kneow]...these two don't,

ES: You say they will? Thoy have to be told? |1, . FAoal Hadt Fhey ook

A They will, absolutely...absclutely. Do you realize there are Jewish children
who don't believe it? God damn.: They ought to have their heads kicked in-=-=-and
the parents: The parents should be beaten for permitting their children such a
concept that these are lies made up by the intellectual Jew:

ES: I...you had really...there's “?Fhinq F“Eh I can snﬁ,_ﬁxc;pt to let you know that

|
just by sharing this, making it part of recorded history from which our children

can stud; a&ﬁilea¥n, hopefully never to repeat.

h. You know, vou got Israli teachers that come here to teach, Beth Jacob I don't worry
about, but Hhaar il Israel,; the Solomon sdhmétar——thay have these intellectual
brilliant Jewish children that stand up and these Israli teachers who have lived
through things=-==I mean, I just saw it, but they have lived through it! We had

one teacher whose father was put in a dungeon in Rumania for eight years, and she's
Spectal Collections - WoodnudT Library - Emwery Uliversity - This Material May be Protected by Copyraght Law {Tidle 17 1S Code).



Leoc Pine i6

P .
trying to tell these children and they don't believe it--they think these

are propaganda films.

KES5: That's one of the reasons for our study.

A. Yeah, but you said it's not Jewish-—I'm only interested in the Jewish.

KS: Well, we say it is not Jewish, but it is certainly an effort to expose the
inhumanity to humanity, because it was so pointed specifically...

A. It was so cold blcodedly and calculated...this is the unbelievable...it was
mapped out, it was planned like I'd plan an experiment, like & business man
runs a business...it was done....but all peoples became a part of it,

KS» ;1i people did become a part of it. Thank yvou for being so candid with us.

A. I would love to know if Harvey Welnstadt--if I got that information right.
Was Harvey Seinstadt one of those ten?

(Tape ended)

D.A.
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