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transcription of tape of thomas j. sprulll

Interviewer: Lorrie Mell

Date: December |7, [978

Camp: Dachau
Oy
Well, my amewx name s Thomas J. Sprulll
| have a number of questions about that--we want on Themas J. Sprufll,
and your addrass?
1888 Foxglove Cf.
And your date of birth?
My date of birth Is Oct. 12, 1217,
How old where you at the time that you were at Dachau?
26 or 27, It was In [945, and | was born In [9]7.
What were you planning on doing with your [Ife at that pcint a';d time?
What was your career goals at thet point and time: What was your career
thant
Well---actually | had been In the fightlng since the Invaslon In Africa,
and 1t had been such a kgoeksde turmdll untll that particular time, | was more
Interested in trylng to get the war over than anything else and getting back
home. When | left to go over there, and | had all intentlons In coming
back, 1 had planned to come back to the siates and go Into the dalry
sclence---ml 1k business.
Okay====and what did you do when you came back? What |s your present
cccupation?
My present occupatlon Is with a loan company, |'mhccllecting manager for
a company here, a local company ¥lez@d g financing services, and | have
been with them since 1966.
Dld the war have any--make any difference In your change of cccupation?
Comp leta Iw,r-—---l-ur'ri"&wr'.r'rh ing amuad‘.fﬂm;}h )

Would ¥k you |ike to tell me something about that?
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settled.

LM

vt

well ["studled In culhg&’f

the dairy sclenca, my goal was to study In He-

milk produ ¢s-=1t was bery Interesting to me bacause when | came back,
things weke In such a turmoil, for [+ was In the late fall of [945.

| took General Patton's advice, he was the man that comml 55!&&"‘5& Oe
there, and stayed In because | cidn't feel that we had thls thing coepletely
| felt a lot like Patton felt=- he talked to us. We hadn't conquered cur
rea] enemy---| didn't trust the Russians, and | stayed in and came a com-
pany commander to a transportatlion cmpany---arﬂ'fmaw cormander In a

mi]lltary government company, and when | retired in’65, | was a commanding

officer of a engineer company, and when | got out, | tried the Insurance
fleld for ww awhile. | wasn't satisfled with +hat,‘;‘llt was kind of hard to
get adfusted back, and | found this position with the finance company, and
I Ilked it very much, plan to stay with them tiikdboc +111 1 retire again.
What was yvour mljitary vnite?

MiITtery unltsé

Yes, what was the unlt when you went Into Dachau?

I was with the 191%tank tattalion which was a supporting unit of the

% 4% Inf. divislen, and In World Warll, They used tank unlts to support
infranty groups. It wasn't [lke a hugh armor division [ike they had in the
Infranty divigsion. At that perticular time when we Madv“fla:hau, my
company was Iin support of the 179 Infranty which was part of the 45 inf.
division.

Ancd what was your renk at that time?

| was a first llevtentat

And you---was thls Cachau +h?{>n]1,.r camp that you went Into?

That was the only camp that | went Intc where we saw the aciua|=---where

they had actualy burned , you know the bodles .

o you remémber?

What dete wes that when you went [nte [achal? o
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It was the end of April. Ithink about the 28th or 29th, as waell as
| rererbor bﬁuuﬁ'ﬂf before the war ended. It was & couple of
doys befere we liberated Munich, we -ﬂrﬂ-ﬂ our way to Munich then.
Con you tell me something about what you saw when you went into
Cachau?

(hews Hhorpal)

Yes, I';rl-r.‘:uinlt';.r 1+ was"kind of a surprise.

Surprize’d

Lk 'Ilf"r.'r. hed heard rurors of places like Dachau, but me personally,

| didn't think it could be possible, hu‘._,uﬁ...

What kind of things had you heard?

| heard thet there had been mass killlngs,extermination, burning

of bodies, you can't believe that tmk 1111 you see it, and actually
my group was going 4 mile or so to the left of the encempment really.
Cur ot jective was Munich, and we had two way comrunicatlion rar..'in, g
scpaone or the grﬂunll:ri-lnr:as had teld me that wes Wers appréaching
ore of thelr camps, and there were several hundred pecple , #rsi
¢oad pecple. There actually weren't any fighting to speak of
be#cause |t seem H:;l!eik?ha people who waré running the camp really
had teken off. We kind of THﬁH‘;:} the right and swung oft in there,
and therés were some more American troops that had just gotten dkewesx
there. Ground tréops, some medical pecple that was trylng fo give
aid to those people that were still alive, and | was so flab-
bergastst what | saw, | noticed a hugh pile of what looked |ike
dead people, and when the tank stopped, | jumped cut of the tank

and ran up towards ‘rh:'s. pile cf dead poople was, and when |

realized what | was seeing, | just got deathly sick. Really

wanted to throwup, but in a few minutes, | ran back to my tank

and mwi::lr, my qas mask, and got ot EmerEX RN EEek R R

a camera thet | hed in there and | went up and took some plctures

of it.
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LM: BadymurxgaEkmakioooonmsmsa: Cot your gasmesk? cause ¥y oder wat oo bad ?

A "Hlslli‘l‘ was terrible, | don't know how long the people had been
dead, but a fow days anyway. | took a few plictures of i1, and went
on around of the other side of the building, it looked |ike a bunch
of begs, several buildings, there were a ferce there, pecple were
bagging for help and.

LM: Was this the paople that had beea living in the camp?

At Yes, wall, yes, the pecple that WeZ= In the camps.  They were
Just starved to death. You sswxdx could sea their ribs sticking
out. Ho clothes on them hardly. Then, somsone told me +to coms
and lock at the fumaces there where they had been burning . |
went in there and [ saw some of those big widebelts thet , there

whan wa ware thore.
wasn't anything in cperation thewm. | think the people that

cperaved them was gﬂnaqdﬂﬁﬁéggjﬁgg ceveral long bui lding esmeeh
and each of one them had a furnace In there and the belts where
they put thesex pecple cn them. | went in and i saw big piles of
clothing that they had taken off of them, oglasses, dental stuff,
and swax saw those baits. Came cut and looked into the fenca,
and there were some pecple laying cut 1here?E::a there was a hugh
ditch along the one area thet | was at, and i+ had & lot of blood
in 11, It was horritle. A big wall where , person told me theyd

would bring
wurexBurRing pecple cut there everyday and Iine them up and shoot

Thern.
LM: Who told you this?
Az one of the pecple that worked there. 1+ was a civilban, they

ware very eager to swrrender; and the cnese who were there. They

were begging us to take them.
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LM:

They were Carman civilians, or were they military=-=-

A Yembysd Yeah, [ee=-

KX

LMz

LM

1 H

LMz

LMz

To yourknow ladge?

To my knowledge, they were military units, but They had on

kind of a odd looking clothing. They had seemed---

What do you mean odd locking clothing?®

Uh, it wasn't im like the fancy German 55 or the German unlform.
I assumed they were, the ones that ran the machines or ,jus-r--:-:::.d
them or something.

There were saveral houses thare whare p&nﬁ[a Fawe ol goe ol R T K
that lived near by that worked at thecampfrom which you----

you understood....

Yeah, there were several hnusaqﬂhara ware people lived, and

the American medical team just came right in and took over.

| saw some of your pictures the other night and recognized very
mu:h.ung was in the paper. How my group only stayed there, |
don't think more than 40 minutes. We assembled and took off and
headed for Minich, and after the War , and after they declarad
the war was over with, | was stationed in Munich gquite some time,
and | went back out there on two different occassions.

WHy did you go back out?

| couldn't believe what | had 5aan,3;zaf had pretty well

clean it uwp, and we couldn't go in, they had it pretty well burﬁd
off tkenthere then. From there on in

You say they? The Amerlcan ﬁrm.-]‘?

Yeah, the American had sealed it off, uh,,.

You say you couldn®™ , wou went back several times, but vou couldn't

wimkimwe have believed what what you had seen? What, do you remamber

soma of your fealings and thoughs about this?
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Al The thing ‘rha*r"#:nsi was the children that | saw. | think the women
that starved, no clothes on, actually burning them. Thare was no
question about it, the smel] was socmething that | had never ex-

anywhere,
perience, and | understand M that was one of the smaller camps,
©f courge, | didn't go to any of the others, as | say, | just
happened on to Dachau, uh, because it was part of the war, and | just
happened to ba in that sector.

LM: You say that youw had heard about the death capps before, you didn't
YEM)KHY belleve It and when you saw it, when you saw it just couldn't
baliave it.

A That's right,it was, | thought | had saw something bad in Africia
in those camps there, but the sick pecple and s0 on, but this was s
deliberate, | mean there was no cause for it, and then there
ware four train carloads of human beings that e dead that we

B
Wartx went by, stopped and looked in, uh, there an Amarican

o 5rm.i
sakdier snldlurﬂmm me that they were most Americans that had been

Hay had juck been
brought there to be done away with and lakxx left in the car and

starved.
LM: Amarican prisoners of was?
wii ; &
A: Mo, they were American trocps, the ground troocps, see | uasﬂfanh,

wa were mechanize, we moved pretty fast unless we got stopped, but it
was & mess, a confused mess, ncbody was believing what they were

’
seeing, you could just see the lock on evawbudys faces there, the

onés who could stand it without a gasmask. [ had mine on most of

the tima.
LM: What did some of the men in your unit have o say about this?
|
UH Some of them got so sick &'ﬁ it M took quite a while to EXMEKHMEHn

gat them straighten out again.

' Sick to thalr stomachs?
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¥ some of them, there was a lot of crying ¥MdkXX going on. Most of
us were young men in our midtwenties, and we had seen ocur friends killed
along beside us, and all like that, but , we thought that was about
all we could stand, but to see such a hught mass group [X)XsM |ike

that , it, well all | can say == it is the truth===] saw it.

LM It happened?
Az vam, [t happened.
W
LM: How daa0si  did-=fter you left the cosp=—uit did somsiof ihe

man in your unit seem To cope with their experiences?
Az Most of them Whwe pratty hardcore veterans by then anyway, most
all of them. Just wasn't much talking about it.
LMz Did you talk about it7
Az Ho mam ma'am, | didn't even write home about 11, MEMNXIOEMKKK never even
talk much about it when | got back here.
LM: Why did you agree to talk about i1 now?
Ax Well 1 have been reading your articles in the paper=-======-
and then | follow It pretty close just to see the how other pecple
saw It the way | did, If | was just seeing ¥WKKX things, imagining (clesrs

Frgt® Hhrend)
but, what | N read, it's true, it Is +rue.

LM: Are you Saying that you're still not belleving what you saw?

Az Wall,

LM Still finding It difficult?

H I'm finding 1t difficutt to believe it, but it actually happened

because when you stand within 20 feet of about ---say 500 or more
soma pecple say there were several thousand, but [ would say there
ware between 300 and |,000 dead pecple, ﬁiuas there for one purpose
and that was to be burned. Somebody murdered those pecple. |

XKididn't see them murdered, and | didn't see them burned, | saw, |

actual ly saw the belts, HHOFMMMAENYX and | saw the furnaces that
g 2 b Bua A
F"l = 7] L -
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and nobody can dani-d- that who saw 1T,
LM: You sald you Hadn't talked about it wary much, did you talk about it
to anyone thru these esavening years?

F

A Hot in detail really [ike | talk about H' M-.r son who is right

il over there now is 27 years of old, and he’hasmit heard me talk about
it much . “Fhey saw the pictures that | took there. As | said, our
son who is in'service now---before he was home in Sept., he took
some pictures that | had and put them In the album--1 had no in-
TANXHIN tenion of --or-even talking fo anyone about it---if | had the
pictures, you would be welcome to take them, but all | have is the map
showing that we Were right thru there.

LM: When you showad them the pictures, your children the pictures, or
when they saw the pictures, did they geestions about them? Where
you able to answer thair questions?

A Pretty much the same as lanswer to you, it was a surprise, |
couldn't belleve i+, | saw it,. | got away from thare as soon as

| iy

| could. "M-Eé:ause it wasn't nothing to stand

anxx and lock at.

LM: And yet yc:-._ﬁﬂn’r back?

LE | went back after the war was over, a few weeks later to see if
actual ly the stuff had been cleaned up which it had from what we
could see, but as far as getting In to the Inside and going
thru and taking a tour, there was any such thing as that at the
tima | went over there, It was pretty wel| sealed up and kind of
a hush hush. My wilfe made a tour over there in, and she wanted to
go see It In 1960, She wasn't able to get up there. The Germans
would rather forget about it.

LM: Who sealed the camp at that time?

A: Uh, the American trocps forces went thru derke there because
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.+.tBFy, at that particular time, uh, were, uh, Interested In finding the
key people who operated it. And there might be something there for
evidence that they would k need later. In fact, after the War ended, I
was on a temm lookin' for some of these people that we had pot word that
actually ran the camp or gave thelir orders.

@: Did you find some of them a?

Yews, ma'am. I don't reaall their names, but they were brought beck to Munlch
and, un, tried and would up at, in the Nuremberg Tredlal, some of 'em,

o And you were out there trylng to find some of these people?

We foun d—I was on a team that found two of 'em in Prag)” Czechoslavokia.
Avd incidentally, uh, two momths after the War ended, uh, several hundred
of the pmeople that was in the camp at Dachau had been brought odfesm into
Munieh and, uh, Interrogated and separated like the Ceecholslevakians and
the Polish and the French and different nationalitles, and were clothed bWy
the Americand  amayx I was In command of a group of, uh, four truck loads of
Czechoslavakianzs. It took "em back to Pra,flm try to take Tem to thelr
country ,and when we gkex got into Prague, thelir, thelir owm peonle thirew
mffx rocks and everything else at us. Thay didn't Jomx want us to...

Q:  (plcks up his santence)...thelr own people...

At (econtinues)...thelr own people didn't want us to leave 'em there, This is
a messed

R: (interrupts) What was that about? Do you lnow?

A:  They didn't want to take care of 'em, T dm't think, the responsibility for
tain' care of 'em. And Czechoslavakia was more mfx or less, uh, tried to
pretend to be a naubral, T think, country s S o soething, even
thoughk the SEB—was heme 4s a Communlst country. They, they Just didn't
warna have anything to do with 1t. They thought that the Americand, I guess,
should nave to take care of "em. I stayed in Fundch several months after
the WAr ended, and, uh, was In on the teams of, trying to get the people
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back to their home coutitries and home towns. Tt, 1t, it, it was eonfusing
and a mess,
Ware

§: When--what wax some of the things that the prisoners d sald to you, or the
survivors said to pou, during that time?

A:  (exhales) Well, uh, I personally didn't, uh, have, didn't spend much time
with any of the, the people that was belng liberated because, as I sald,
it was a, 1t was massiwe confusion,and T was shocked and actually went by
there out of curlosity. I, I was a carbat troop, and ¥ my objective was
Munich, not Dachau., Dachau hadn't been mentloned, but we Just happendd,
that was in our path, there were other o trooops and officers amd
men who seemed to have A ;ﬁtty well in h.arhd.‘:.*-liJ was questioning people
and makin' notes. amd ‘tryln' to help the cnes that was beggin' for help
and, uh, I todk a few pletures and saw what T mx saw and tried to keep my
men, sinee I was the commanger of the gooup, together and pot 'em godn' as
soon as I could. I, I, T really didn't e any desire to stay sround.
There wasn't any fightin' or anything like that at that particular time.

Q:  “hat were you feeling about these people?

A:  Well, T tell ya, my feelings about 'em. I, I was--I felt sorrew, very much
saddess. Mnd I, I was lnown as a pretty, pretty hardeore soldier at that
time, I, I tell ya...and--but I broke down and crled. It was roughk.

Q:  YOu said when you came into the camp that the, by and large, the Germans
were gone, the guards were gone, There were some people there...

Az {interrupgs) There was really no resistance when T came in there,

Q& Want to try and gt a pleture mf about who was there besides the prlsoners
and what their role was.

Ar  Un...

Q:  You told me at one polnt you felt some of the people worked there, that they

were civilians, They sapecke seemed to be clvilians that worked there.
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A They...they...they, uhs-I dldn't actually see any, uh, uh, Cerman soldiers when
I was there, Uh...there was a bunch of the, uh, groudd forces, American
forces had already gotten there when I got there, and , uh, my oplnlon was
they had x things preety well in hand, because 1t, they were very well
organlzed and, of course, I, I sgv people that wasn't able to pet up and
walkk., That was, if you walked near "em, they'd hold thair a hands up , you
lnow, and say something. You couldn't understand what they was sayin'. Therde
was some, uh, women, uh, nurses. (slurs) There was some of our medical
pErzzmmei people was there glvin' what help they could glve 'em,

Q: Yeah, that was the prisoners. I was thinking about the Germany that were in
the camp.

A:  Oh..the G...the uh...

Q:  (interjects) But you mentioned before that you dldn't think they were
military, at least they didn't look 1ike they military.,

Az Oh: Yeah, you mema mean the one that ran the place, the puards and 3o on.

R: Yesh, uhm, hum, uhm, bum,

A: They weren't gbmmd givin' any reslstance or smything like that, They, the,
wWi--when I sald a little while ago they had on odd lockin' uniforms and things;
they wan't dressed like a German soldler or somebhin' like that. They didn't,
any of 'em offer to resist any of us goln' there. It seemed like they was
all eager to, to--that it was over with, and, and, that 1t was in the hands
of somebody else,and they dldn't have anything else to do with ¥it. That was
my personal sgizm oplnlon.

M What happened to these pmamx people?

A:  They took them into, uh, into Munich, and uh, they were interrogated and, uh,
questioned and uh, uh, some of "em B was locked up and zome of "em they let
go, We fed them, They brought in truck & loads of food to feed them becaxzuse
they——actually, I didk didn't see any food there that they was fesdin' all
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these prisoners. They, they probably had it there somewhere, but,you lmow,
without beling there any longer than I was.

Q: Dbl eximx you see any inecldents between the survipora and some of the German
puards or clvilians that were there?

A: Ho, I dldn't see any incidents, @&h, at all when I was there, uh,. . DtwexEc as
I'we sald before, it seemed 1like the ones that wasn't prisoners and all
starved to death were séemingly very imkewexisd ogger to have it over with.
Ard, uh...to glve up and, un, I couldn't understand what they sald, and I
didn't zee any of "em that could speak English, and I only speak Engllsh
(laughs).

Q:  When you went back ,wikk were there any other people, Germans, that had, from
cutside the camp, come into see the camp, althoughk you sald to me you
really couldn't get back in afterward?

A:  Just my chauver and ny, anpoyxedf myself in a Jeep——we went up there one day
out of pure sarkses curlosity, myself, and we loowed, and the buildings were
still there. THe fences were still there, and, uh, and it was very quiet
and peacaful.

Q: Beecause of the language barrler, you have no way of glving any of your
impresaions about the general German clvilians ﬂt their reactions to
this?

A:  Well, I found that with those pecple ikomx oretfy much the same as it wmas
all over, amd When we tock a clty, or went In, the German people, uh, as a
while, was more than hospltable to us, seemingly very nlce and pglad that it
was over with., And it was just these old, hardcore, dle hard, hard krxcikaks
trained, uh, solffers that wewe fought up to the last minute and then, when
they threw thelr guns down, they were just a3 humble as the M‘BH&B-
But, uh, in Dachau, I, I, I, I sav no resistance whatsoever from anycne as
far as tryin' to keep us from doin' what we was doin', or the ones that was
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in comand doln' what

Q: (overlaps his sentence) Dld they seem to have any feellng of responsiblity
for what happened at the camp?

A o, no. Everfone that, uh, that I saw, uh, seemed to think that somebody
else was, uh, told 'em to do 1t, ya lnow. In other words, they were immocent.
As always, 1t 1s that way.

Q:  What did you think?

A: I personmlly think that the owes that was, that was left behind there, uh,
and that the Americans toolt, uh, were just, uh, more or less, hired killers
by someone else, and elther you'd do 1t, or we'll kill you, you sea, HNow,
now that's my personal opinlon, because there was, cases (stutters) cases
whare soldiers (stutters) MMB} surrender to us, and pet almost to
us, and they'd get shot by thelr own people rom the windows to keep 'em
from surrenderin’ to us, But In this partleular ease at Dachau, I think that
the, the kep men, if there was any of "em there, had pone before the American
troops pot there because we were drivin' fast, and the Germans' pewer,
especlally pack, was already hessm broken., They had no resistance, m fjust
little pockets. There was no big stand., There was no way in the world that
they could stop us, because we was there.

®: So the powers that be had already moved on.

A:  That's rlght.

Q: A lttle while agp you were telling me that you didn't really talk about
this for a long time, uh, very much. Did you ever have rny difflculty
with nightmares, either then or in more recent...?

Q: I did, uh, at some time afterwards there, but, uh, I haven't, uh——you know
if you don't talk sbout these things, uh, you don't forget about 'em, ut
it don't come up so often, i1f you don't talk about it,

R: So you're saying you did, at that point in time, have nightmares.
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A: At that point, yesh, I 4id,
G Wnile you still in service?

A:  Oh yes, whille T was there in Munich.

s

And you didn't, did you never talk to a counselor, a doctor, about 1t7

A: HNo....I, uh,--it wasn't that bad, I didn't flgure. Uh, I‘J'ﬁlfided myselfl as
havin' pretty good nerves because of the experience that I'd gpone through,
Some of my own men had told me I elther didn't have any sense, o dldn't
have any nerves, but, I was .h;:-;n Just like anybody elssy becusse when
somebody breaks down and erdies when they see somethin' like that, they're
human, (nervious chuckle) That's the way I lock at it.

Q: It's a human reaction. Nightmares, then, disappeared after a while?

A: th yeah, uh mh,

Q: On their own’
Unm, fJum. Xxaax I'd had em from other cases other than that, too. The first
person that I actually knew I killed, I was sorry that I dld it, and, of
course, that, I think I had nightmares from that,too.

o I can imagine you would have. I want to turm this tape so we don't loose
ay of this.. (tape changes sides)

Q:  (beglnning of sentenge 1s cut off)...thoughts that you consldered yme 1r-

religious while you were there?

LY * hy did Hi s have de
A:  (exhales) Ho, all I could think about was wonderin' really , ek
Fuappein 1
m, The one consolation about the whole thing really was

that...go through your mind and thinkin, "Well, 1t'11 soon be over,” because
even ax as smaller, uh, part that I was playin' In 1t a5 Just a kak tank
commander, uh, I felf deeply that, that we had "em whipped. That 1t would
Just be a matter of days that the war would be over at that time, That

was the maln drive at that time, OFf course, this, this, this was a quick
shokek, I memay mean, it, Lt Just heppendd real quick, and I don't know
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how, how anybody could desecribe really-—you see something poin' down the
road and you see somethin' real quick that you shock right then, and you
think about it for a while, but then you hm kinda of forget about 1t, if
it don't concern you too much.

Q: Okay...dld you have any thoughts about--or did relgizamigion ha'e anything to
do Adth the way pou might have viewed the prlasomers, 1n amyway? Was there

» any religlous aspectz connectad ﬂthfg;ﬂmas?

A: I always tried to, uh...tried to be wderstanding with even the hard core
prizoners, along the line we got them, I never, I never mistreated any
of ‘em,

Q: I was talking about in, at the Dachasu camp.

A: AT, at, at that camp there, Actually, T, T didn't have any, uh, any actual,
firat-hand encounter xk with Hu:, with a German soldier there myself.

Amdx As I'we sald before, we Just happened by Wkmwm there, and somebody
else seemed to have it pretty well in hand, and mor I, I was just more
or less ang observer, really.

RQ: What asbout later when yowome were kame helping find some of the people
that had, some of the fSersm German's that had worked at the cmap. Do you
have may any feeling sbout that in relation to ﬂﬂ?rt

A: Yes, vh, I, I had a certaln amount, I hawe to admixt, ¥ a certain amownt of
hatred for anyone that would do a thing like that. And, of course, we would
be called in to a mebtin' with emk our higher commanders,and they would
explain to us their fimdm findings, and colonel so-andeso had, uh, directed
this,that and the other, and now abluis dsdsvdu= dangerous men. We goems
gona try to find him , and we gonna help so-and-so try to find him. And,
uh, they'd tell us what the charges would be against him, and what to look
for. I'd have to admixt, there's a certain amount of hate. I hate to use

that word, but it's got to be there.
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Q: I sort of nemr some undertone that it's not ckay to hate in the context of a
religpious backgrowd, Is that what you're kind of saying?

A:  Unm, hum, Well,,.I, uh (exhales), I'm a stpong bellever in God, and uh, I,
uh=-=I"'m a strong bellever in lockin' out for my well bein' and my famili¥'s
well beln', too. Uh...and, I'm not the type hak that would say, "Well, if...
if it...hadn't a xemak meant g to be that way, God wouldn't have let 1t be
that way." Now, I'm not, I'm not that strong a believer in God. T belisve
in that (stutters) that we have smmu enough of forthought about ourselves
and ocur fellow men to, well--to make a long story short, I've always tried
to treat other people like m Iﬂﬁmt them to treat me. HNow, that wouldn't
necessarily be in combat. Unh, I'm not shootin' this gmuy 'cause I'd want
him to shot me,and what have you. When you're fighting, you In a different
world than you are back here. #Afm And, uh, I d4ldn't wanna be over there any
more than anybody else. But we were tralned that we had a job to do, and to
do it, and that's, that's what I tried to do. But the question you asked
'bout hate towards...

Qi . the CGermans that were ruming the cams...

Al (continues)...rurning the canp...uh, you had to a have a little hate for
seme~body that'd do a thing 1ike that. And you d felt sorry for 'em,too,
in another sense. They==you, you just don't understand why people do things
like that.

Q: Eing of wonder what kind of people they were?

A  That's right. Then you have to think that, well maybe most of those pecple
had been trained sinee verv small k childhood that that was a way of life,

I don't think that they had ever been trained that, &h, to do unto others
a3 you would have them do unto you, so to speak. Thelir trainin' was
different than what we had trained, Our tralning was, if you dont whip
'am over here, you gorna have to zkt whip 'em back there where youwr mother
and your father and your chlldren, what have you, you see,
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Q: Do you feel the Germans just weren;t brought up this way?

A:r I, I figumdred there were die-hardx ones wasn't brought up like I was,

Q: An, let's talk a little bit abd™ut your political views in relation to this
experience, seeing Dachau. Do you think in sy way this has influenced your
polltical views?

A: Hot really. Hot really. Because, uh...actually, uh,..when we liberated these
camps, I think there was a lesson leamed, not only by us, but by the
Germans or whoever was runnin' them and what havglou, that, that, that, that's
Just not the way to do things., How, we hear that there are such camps 1n
other part€ of the world, but we have no plctures, no really proof of it.

NOw these carps over there were alinilated and they've nev er spring up
apain, and I hopa they never will, and I don't belleve they ever will, As
far as my political v Biws of, u;:Idm't know exactly what ya mean on it—
but, I, I think we did our job, and it's finished,

§3 hnat about, perhaps in relation to civil rights. Have you ever thought ab out
what Bappened in Germany, and about-—and comected it in anyway with the
Civil Rights Movement?

A: lio, not necessarily. Ho, uh...actually, thet, uh, trying to, uh, annihilate
the Jewlsh religlon or people, uh, that all stemmed from one man, in my
opinion, Hitler. That, that was from hiz hate. fMnd as x far as eivil
rights and things 1lke that in this coun try here, uh, my ooinion there is
there's just a lot of pecple, a loks of pecple that didn't want the minorities
to come up and gt equal with us. They had over there--is, in my opinion, 4
different then anything else. That, that one man made uwp his mind he's gonna
do away with this race, and, and uh, he's tryin' to show the world how
powerful he was. That's my opinion. T don't think that'll ever happen
again.

Q: Let's hope it dowsn't,

A: I don't think 1t'xll ever happen apain.
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I'm not swre I mime understand how, how you see that as different., I know
you do, I just I'm not sure I wnderstand. You saw this as one man there in
Germany, and the Civil Rights Movement, uh, trying to exterminite the Jewlsh
race, and the United States as far as the race relationship...wha'ts different
about 1t?

Cwer here, uh, in thels cowmtry, uh, 1t's far from one mean that didh't want
the, uh, Black race to get ahead. There was a lot of people that ddn't
want 'em to gt ahead. And, thabk God, uh, that we had, uh, Presldents and
leaders that, uh, I think did the best they could to, to make 1t yas equall
az 1t 1s today. If we'd hmm had somebody in Washington like Hitler was
over there, uh, we could very well have had a revolution in this country,
the Whites against the B lacks. But we dldn't and T don't think we ever
will,

Wnat would you say if any of your children sald they wanted to be a Nazi?

It would hurt me very much. It would.

Wanna tell me about that®, Wnat you might say to them?

I would try to explain the them, uh, how fortunate they are to be what they
are. Why would they want to change? Uh, this, this greed and this hate
comtinuously 1s what, uh, 1t ruins natlons, 1t m#ns government, and 1t'd
m ruin enything., You've got to have enough Mexibility, and=-you, you, I, I
believwe 1 there's kindness and understanding on both sldes and a family

i3 able to sit down anddix discuss and hemr both sides, T don't think I,
that, that a father or mother would, uh, would ever have to have, aver have
one of thelr chilldeen say, "I wanna be a Nazl or a German,”

You find that the way myou brofight up your childéen, this wouldn;t be an
izsue for you.

That's right.

You said that vou saw the problem in Germany as primarily Jewlsh persecution?

Hwm, no (exhales), That's in, in my oolnion, I think that's the way 1t
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started out.

A: Unm, hum. Would you like to expand on that?

Q: ﬁ;:"l:]!'ﬁn wtarted out to try to, uh, do away with the Jewlsh pooulttion
=¥ £x Follsh pecple, after the uh, Germany failed in, in Warsaw and Rusala,
and uh France kind of tumed agalnst 'em, and Italy kind of turned apainst
'em, and when they started locsin' the war, it didn't necessarily mean, uh,
exterminate Jews, It was anyone whwm that seemed to have gotten in thelr
way, the Americans i eluded,

Q: 5o you see this as more than just...

there

A:  (interjects) Yeah, ix wasn't just Jewish people at that cmap, There Was ,
there's several natlonalities in that cam, and it's Just anybody that,
that got in his way or that disputed his way of thinkin'. Th, he just
threw ‘em in there, and there was no law, no--they couldn't, uh...there was
no way out for em,

Q: I wonder if there isrt a lessen to b e leamed famm from that,

A: Yes, there, there, there's a big lesson, in my codnion, uh, that proved a
b™ig point. It, uh--I don't know how many pecole thoupht about 1t, but
did you know 1 Hitler—-if there had a been television back in thoss days
and wldespread k news coverage as they have now, with the power that he
had, and the power and the way he cotrolled that one 1little country wasn't
much, Wasn't much larger than the state of Geomrgla, he could have very well
ruled this world, And...ayone that dldn't believe in !L.:Elr, why . . .they
would've Jsut been killed.

@ I'mbmot sure 1f I understand how television could have made the difference.
V ast news coverage. He could'we pgot on television over there in Germany,
and, and swayed a big portlon of this country over here (speaks with exclte-
ment) and his way of thinkin'. Just like this, these, uh, church grouns,
ya know, uh, commnes and so forth add d s0 on...look at the power they

can get. I'm Just sayin' that, that these are small powerx, but he had
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big power. Those peoples over there worshipped hip, enough of "em
worshipped him, so0 to speak; to do these things. HNow there was a

Famd 1a » There will always be that minority, humble Eroun
that, that, uh, has a soft feelin' that this guy's doin' wrong. But,..he

was thinkin' of nothlng but power, really; he really intended to rule the
world, That's his full intention, and why he plcked on the Jews, I don't
know. How, some of my best friends that I've ever had were Jews, and,
and why--1t"s always l:m-enla mystery @ to me why people'll talk about Coloured
folks and Jews wiwen Ihmn!:.jr?lﬂt people, and there's so many good in all of 'em,
aly there's bad in all of us, (thackleg)
G: Do you feel a need to do something today to make sure that zcemething like

this will Fore never happen apain, dawes "cause you'wvwe already sald television-e
a man llke this and televislon could have really done more? What can we
do to pmeex prevent this?

A T, yes..we nedd to, we need to, uh, I hate to say censor this or censor that,
butg I wikmmy think we should, we should be very pattleular ahout, uh, what
we gay and write about 1n, in, in——and these, uh—I think (stutters) they
publicize things like these communes too much. Uh...there's always somebody
ready to follow somecne, regardless of good or bad, seems to me like, ya
know. ..I don't think we should talk about it.E:: much, I don't think we
ahould write Bbout it so much. I think that in the news medla, that some
of these peopls are 30 eager to put somethlng on telsvislon and on the
alr before they know the facts about the thing, and people just seem to eat

it wp or follow alog with 1t. I don't think it should be done sosf much.

i

That's sbout news of thinkgs happening today., You feel the less talked
about, the better,
A: I think the less talked sbout kt it, the socomer we solve the problem, and

let the prople that's elected or put there sy to solve the problem, solve
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it to the best of thelr knowledpe, and glve them a chance beflore va start
to mnnin' 'em down, so to speak. ({(chuckles) Ya know what I mean. I don't
know 1f I make rysdlf clear or not, but...

Q: Beofore you start moming the people down that are supposed to b™e dodng a
certain jiob and taking care of the problem.

A: That's right. Yeah.

G: Do you think there's any value in teaching ahod £ the Holocaust?

A:  Absolutely. I, I think, uh, I think, uh, the whole world ocught to lnow
gbout 1t. I think that movie that they had, it, it followed 1it, uh, real,
real good there.,..I personally think that it, it should have come out long
before now. I think they walted a long time to, to, to really let the wordd
what , what was there.

Q:  Why do you think it tocdk so long?

A: That is, is a good question., I don't lmow why. You know, sitting here
watching that show that night, I was...

Q: (interupts) You tafing sbout the Holocamst Bhow?

A:  (continues)...I was thinking to myself=-yeah (in answer to question)—
why , why did they walt so long to show that...wheny it, when 1t happened.
low whather wiemit was our govermment or whether it was, uh, the television
and the plcture Industries or whatnot, uh, whether they had all the facts,
but, uh, I don't know why they walted so log.

@: What do you think we can learm from this, something like that show?

A: Hever let it happen again. It don't...you don't have to let things 1like
kthat heppen, Now those pecple over there in Germany, the majority of the,
of the eivilian people, personally I don't belleve even imew the horrors that
was going on. That's, that's how well, it, they, they meedondhews ran
their affalrs over there and thelr povermment, If that had been in this
eountry here, everybody would've kneown shout it two days after Elt started
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with the news media like we have,

Q: You feel a lot of this was kept hidden from the German people, 1s that
wnat you're saying?

A: 'Tat's right. that's right. And, uh, T don't think the people over here,
some of them, I don't, I don't B Blisve actually believed anything like
that happened, and a lot of them will somex never know how horrible it was,

I, 1
and thank goodness that they won't lnow. Really, you lmow, I ;m-ulq.’r:'t want

A

any of my children amdmm or my wife or nobody to see what I saw. I wouldn't
a want to zee it apain,

@: And yet you felt the Holocaust show was a good thing?

A:  Yeah, I think everyb bdy ought to see 1it,, even thought a lot of 1t was,auh,
-1 didn't see anything like same ‘fo it there. I, T think that they kdnd
@d of stretehed the lssue on some of 1t, but the majorlty of 1t was right
down the line,..in, In facts. Whosver, uh, wrote that script on that thing
had some pretty good Informatlon, 'cause I sitted here and watched it in—
"course they didn't show anything Just like I,E?;ETM I saw 1t, but I mean,
it was there, you know. The bulldings mnd those fumishes amd those plles
ar dead people and the trenches and all that stuff, uh, 1t wex sure did make
that look real....But, uh, T dm't thidght that there'd ever be anything

this
liketh&tm-nmmtmrnrinthat country over there agaln. Ixhokypd

Ikmetiewmiuxiodamitews T Jast belleve that, uh, I, I just don't belleve

that that'll ever happen agaln.
o3 Why not? ;

¥
A: I belleve we've leamed a leeson. I belleve that peopde have become more
clvilized now. I don't think that any country would let one man get that
'

FACH puﬂnl?”I believe that he, he would be assasinated b7y someone. I wouldn't
do the shooting
shapexdm, ut I think zomeowe would before they'd lst him pmet that much

DT,
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Q: That's quite a statement.

A:  (chuckles) Well, I'm just sk talking like I feel.

Q: You have very strong feelings sbout this.

A:  Unhm, hum.

Q: Is there anything else you'd like to add that I might not have asked you
that we might not have talked about that you might like to add to your
record of your experience and your thoughts?

A: Notg really because (clears throat)...actually, my experlence there was such
short-1lved. I dldn't really go into the deep detalls of liberating any-
hnd:.r;c:-r I didn't do any shooting there or flghting, I just, uh, considered
myself more as an chserver than anything else which was a very short time,
but I Hwem know what I saw,

R:  And that's lmportant.

A:  And, vh (clears kmmam throat)....to tell you the truth, I didn't care about
henglng around too much, &nd nmy radlo was blasting weem wide ocpen, uvh, about
this pofsition and that position, and I had a job to do, and we were supposed
to have taken Munich and that alrport by Zero hour, and we were loosing
time, and you don't win wars by sitting around and feeling sorry for
somebody, and, and we had to gt moving.

Q:  You Just had to move oae.

Gl
A And move on we did@eell got the job dene.
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